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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1 . Claim 25 recites the limitation "... the operating control member enters the 
request over a wireless transmission path". There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. 

This is most likely a typographical error. Adjust "claim 23" to "claim 24" can 
overcome this rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 - 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,583,576 (Perlman et al.). 

As to claim 1 , Perlman et al. teaches a set-top terminal (Figure 1) for 
' displaying a program guide comprising: a tuner for receiving information from a 
CATV provider relating to program/services, said information comprising a 
program guide (Column 3, lines 60 - 66, Column 4, lines 1 - 6, Column 5, lines 
53 - 58), and a system processor coupled to said tuner for filtering the 
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information and outputting a program guide filtered according to the 
programs/services which the system processor is authorized to receive (Column 
7, lines 16-43). 

As to claim 2, see rejection of claim 1 and note that Perlman et al. also 
teaches an analog set-top terminal for receiving analog information said CATV 
provider relating to programs/services (Column 3, lines 63 - 67, column 4, lines 1 
- 5, 22 - 25). Perlman et al. teaches that the set-top converters include tuning 
circuits that can be either analog or digital. This reads on the claimed analog set- 
top terminal. 

As to claim 3, see rejection of claim 1 and note that Perlman et al. also 
teaches a digital set-top terminal for receiving one of analog or digital information 
from said CATV provider relating to programs/services (Column 3, lines 63 - 67, 
column 4, lines 1 - 15, 22 - 25). Perlman et al. teaches that the set-top 
converters include tuning circuits that can be either analog or digital. This reads 
on the claimed digital set-top terminal. 

As to claim 4, see rejection of claim 1 and note that Perlman et al. also 
teaches a set-top terminal wherein said system processor filters said information 
in response to a request by a subscriber (Column 6, lines 24 - 30, 44 - 49). The 
system processor filters information in response to a request by IR 202 is 
equivalent to a request by the subscriber. 



* 
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As to claim 5, see rejection of claims 1 and 4, and note that Perlman et al. 
also teaches a set-top terminal wherein the request is a selection of a channel 
containing filtered information (Column 6, lines 24 - 30). 

As to claim 6, see rejections of claims 1 and 4, and note that Perlman et 
al. also teaches a set-top terminal wherein the request is entered by an operating 
control member (Column 5, lines 19 - 27). 

As to claim 7, see rejections of claims 1 , 4, and 6 and note that Perlman et 
al. also teaches a set-top terminal wherein the operating control member enters 
the request over a wireless transmission path (Column 5, lines 19 - 27). 

As to claim 8, Perlman et al. teaches a method for displaying a program 
guide comprising the steps of: receiving information from a CATV provider 
relating to programs/services, said information including the program guide 
(Column 3, lines 60 - 66, Column 4, lines 1 - 6, Column 5, lines 53 - 58), filtering 
said information (Column 8, 12 - 80 in conjunction with Figure 2), outputting a 
program guide filtered according to the program/services which the system 
processor is authorized to receive (Column 8, lines 52 - 61). 

As to claim 9, see rejection of claim 8 and note that Perlman et al. also 
teaches the method wherein said information further includes authorization data 
and service data (Column 8, lines 52 - 61). Perlman et al. teaches the use of 
authorization data in the form of a decryption code. Perlman et al. also teaches 
the use of service data in the form of rating data from the program guide. 
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As to claim 10, see rejection of claim 8 and 9 and note that Perlman et al. 
also teaches a method wherein authorization data and service data are 
compared to filter information (Column 8, lines 52 - 61). Perlman et al. teaches 
that the service data (rating data as discussed in rejection of claim 9) is 
compared to a predefined rating code that had been generated previously by the 
user of the television receiving apparatus (Column 6, lines 27 - 30). Perlman et 
al. also teaches a method using authorization data (decryption key as discussed 
in rejection of claim 9) to lock out specific channels (Column 8, lines 52 - 61). 
This reads on comparing the authorization data to a pre-defined key in order to 
filter information from a CATV provider. 

As to claim 1 1 , see rejection of claim 8 and note that Perlman et al. also 
teaches a method wherein the information is analog information (Column 3, lines 
63 - 67, column 4, lines 1 - 15, 22 - 25). Perlman et al. teaches that the set-top 
converters include tuning circuits that can be either analog or digital. This reads 
on the claimed information as analog information. 

As to claim 12, see rejection of claim 8 and note that Perlman et al. also 
teaches a method wherein said information is analog, digital, and both 
analog/digital information (Column 3, lines 63 - 67, column 4, lines 1 - 5, 22 - 
25). Perlman et al. teaches that the set-top converters include tuning circuits that 
can be either analog or digital. This reads on the claimed information is analog, 
digital, and analog/digital information. 
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As to claim 13, see rejection of claim 8 and note that Perlman et al. also 
teaches a method further comprising the steps of requesting said program guide 
filtered according to the programs/services which the system processor is 
authorized to receive (Column 7, lines, 15-43, Column 8, lines 52 - 60). 

As to claim 14, see rejection of claims 8 and 13 and note that Perlman et 
al. also teaches a method wherein the request is a selection of a channel 
(Column 6, lines 24 - 30). 

As to claim 15, see rejection of claims 8 and 13 and note that Perlman et 
al. also teaches a method wherein the request is entered by an operating control 
member (Column 5, lines 19 - 27). 

As to claim 16, see rejection of claims 8,13, and 15 and note that Perlman 
et al. also teaches a method wherein the operating control member enters the 
request over a wireless transmission path (Column 5, 19 - 27). 

As to claim 17, Perlman et al. teaches a set-top terminal for displaying a 
program guide arranged in one of a first mode and a second mode comprising: a 
tuner for receiving information from a CATV provider relating to 
program/services, said information comprising the program guide being arranged 
in the first mode (Column 3, lines 60 - 66, Column 4, lines 1 - 6, Column 5, lines 
53 ~ 58, Column 6, lines 1-10). Perlman et al. also teaches a system processor 
coupled to said tuner (Refer to Unit 204 in Figure 1) for filtering the information 
(Column 6, lines 50 - 54) and outputting a filtered program guide arranged in 
said second mode (Column 8, lines 52 - 61). 
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As to claim 18, see rejection of 17 and note that Perlman et al. also 
teaches a set-top terminal wherein the first mode includes all available 
programs/services available by the CATV provider (Column 5, line 67, column 6, 
lines 1 - 4). 

As to claim 19, see rejection of claim 17 and note that Perlman et al. also 
teaches a set-top terminal wherein the second mode includes only 
program/services which the system processor is authorized to receive (Column 
7, lines 1 5 - 43, column 8, lines 52 - 61 ). 

As to claim 20, see rejection of claim 17 and note that Perlman et al. also 
teaches a set-top terminal wherein the set-top terminal is an analog set-top 
terminal for receiving analog information from said CATV provider relating to 
program/services (Column 3, lines 63 - 67, column 4, lines 1 - 15, 22 - 25). 
Perlman et al. teaches that the set-top converters include tuning circuits that can 
be either analog or digital. This reads on the claimed analog set-top terminal. 

As to claim 21 , see rejection of claim 17 and note that Perlman et al. also 
teaches a set-top terminal wherein the set-top terminal is a digital set-top 
terminal for receiving analog, digital, and both analog/digital information from said 
CATV provider relating to programs/services (Column 3, lines 63 - 67, column 4, 
lines 1 - 5, 22 - 25). Perlman et al. teaches that the set-top converters include 
tuning circuits that can be either analog or digital. This reads on the claimed set- 
top terminal as a digital set-top terminal. 
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As to claim 22, see rejection of claim 17 and note that Perlman et al. also 
teaches a set-top terminal wherein the system processor filters said information 
in response to a request by a subscriber (Column 6, lines 24 - 30, 44 - 49). The 
system processor filters information in response to a request by IR 202 is 
equivalent to a request by the subscriber. 

As to claim 23, see rejections of claims 17 and 22 and note that Perlman 
et al. also teaches a method wherein the request is a selection of a channel 
containing filtered information (Column 6, lines 24 - 30). 

As to claim 24, see rejection of claims 17 and 22 and note that Perlman et 
al. also teaches a method wherein the request is entered by an operating control 
member (Column 5, lines 19 - 27). 

As to claim 25, see rejection of claims 17, 22, and 24 and note that 
Perlman et al. also teaches a method wherein the operating control member 
enters the request over a wireless transmission path (Column 5,19- 27). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,160,545 (Eyer et al.) teaches the use of an interactive program 
guide for television. U.S. Patent No. 6,505,348 (Knowles et al.) teaches a multiple 
interactive program guide system providing different television programming and 
different interactive program guides to several different users respectively. U.S. Patent 
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No. 5,657,072 (Artisides et al.) teaches an interactive entertainment network system 
and method for providing progi^am listings during non-peal< times. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wai Lam whose telephone number is (571) 272-2827. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




